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Developing the Al-Azhar First Preparatory Grade's Arabic

Curriculum in the Light of Knowledge Economy Requirements
ABSTRACT:

The present study aims to develop a curriculum of Arabic for the
first Al-Azhar preparatory grade in the light of knowledge economy
requirements. Because of its nature, the study adopted the analytical
descriptive approach. To achieve its objectives, the study made a list
of knowledge economy requirements on which the content analysis
form was designed. It included four areas (Objectives, Curriculum
Content, Activities, and Evaluation). Each area included nine main
criteria, with a total of 176. The form was verified for validity by the
reviewers and for reliability by reanalysis using Cooper Formula for
Analysis Reliability. Results revealed that all criteria of knowledge
economy requirements were implied in the curriculum of Arabic for
the first Al-Azhar preparatory grade but in different degrees. In
terms of implying knowledge economy requirements, the
"evaluation™ was ranked first (33.43%), "‘curriculum content™ was
ranked second (28.07%0), ""curriculum objectives' was ranked third
(24.40%), and ™activities" was ranked fourth (14.10%). The
criterion for "ability to acquire knowledge and skills™ was ranked
the highest (74.26%), while the other eight criteria were rated very
low. They were ranked "'raising awareness of community issues and
problems™ rating (7.55%), "*focus on the integrity of knowledge™
rating (5.92%), "ensuring the mastery of communication skills™
rating (3.60%o), ""motivation for scientific research and collaborative
learning™ rating (2.82%o), ""motivation for innovation and creativity"'
rating (2.68%o), "'support of utilizing technology and communication
means in the educational process™ rating (2.12%), ""motivation for
initiative and self-directedness" rating (0.56%), and "ensuring the
development of life skills" rating (0.49%), respectively. The
researcher recommended designing the curriculum of Arabic in the
light of knowledge economy requirements under study as well as the
optimal use of technology to serve Arabic. Additionally, the study
makes a proposal for the curriculum of Arabic for the first Al-Azhar
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preparatory grade in the light of knowledge economy requirements
in the four domains (i.e. objectives, content, activities, and
evaluation).

Keywords: develop a Curriculum, Knowledge Economy, Arabic
Language, First Preparatory Grade
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